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Using Opportunity Scan

OPPORTUNITY SCAN

What it Does

Opportunity Scan is designed specifically to assist school administrators, grant writers and
planners scan large or small geographic areas looking for a specific demographic variable. For
example, suppose there is an initiative to develop an adult education high school completion
program for persons without a high school diploma. The district would want to be able to find
geographic areas that have persons whose educational attainment is less than a high school
diploma. With Opportunity Scan one can scan the entire region within the district's bounds and
find high concentration areas that match the search variable. Scans be conducted by county, zip
code, census tract or census blockgroup, allowing one to zoom right in on particular
neighborhoods. Within 15 minutes of work, one can have developed a very targeted strategy
based upon identified potential opportunity.

Glossary of Terms

Opportunity Scan uses some specific terms to mean specific things. Use this simply glossary to
keep track.

Scan Area: This is the total geographic area to be scanned. It can be the entire district, a state, a
zip code or a custom drawn polygon.

Scan Geography: Opportunity Scan allows the user to scan different geographies. Users can
scan any of these geographies which are listed in order of size: states, counties, zip codes,
census tracts or blockgroups. The scan geography should correlate to the size of the scan area.
For example, if one wants to scan a state, then the best scan geography would be counties. This
will highlight counties where a high presence of a desired variable may be found. As one zeroes
in on smaller scan areas, the scan geography should get smaller.

Preset Geography: A geographic area that is already set in the DI System. These would include
states, counties, zip codes, district boundaries, school attendance areas, cities, etc.

Custom Geography: Users can define a custom geographic Scan Area using the custom tools.
The most often used is the polygon tool to define a custom scan area.

Features

Scanning Capability

e Scan any geography large or small, preset such as a district boundary or custom areas
such as a polygon around a portion of a city

e Scan by state, county, zip code, census tract, census block group
e Scan by most demographic variables in the DI System

e Scan by percentages, indexes or raw numbers

Ranking Scans

e Rank scans by Index, Current Year Population, Percent of population change or the Scan
Variable itself

¢ Rank results by any of the table fields
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Scan Results Table

Scan results are returned in a table ranked according to the Scan Rank setting. In this example,
the scan was ranked by the actual numbers of Hispanic/Latino persons in the scan area. Note the
green arrow.

Scan Yariable: Racial/Ethnic Trends Asian (Non-Hisp) Base Area: C4 Percent of State Racial /Ethnic Trends: 12 24%

Generate Excel Filz
o N
Tract Zip {P) Pop Pop Change HH HH Change
45 063908 92626 1,131 20.8 170 5,430 5,466 2,388 2,386 -0.1
40 063903 Q2626 796 19.4 158 4,113 4,033 -1.9 1,123 1,086 -3.3
2 062610 92612 7 19.4 158 36 47 an.a 22 28 27.3
4 062643 92657 aa6 18.9 154 4,681 5,456 16.6 1,719 1,962 14,1
44 063907 92626 1,307 7.1 140 7,640 8,882 16.3 3,449 4,014 16.4
41 063904 92626 89g 6.7 136 5,381 5,461 1.5 1,379 1,385 0.4
39 063902 02626 ovz 6.1 132 6,674 6,505 -2.5 2,531 2,431 -4.0

e Scan results can also be sorted by each column in the table. In this example, the table
has been sorted by 2008 Estimated Population per census tract.

Scan Yariable: Racial/Ethnic Trends Asian (Non-Hisp) Base Area: CA Percent of State Racial /Ethnic Trends: 12 24%
Generate Excel File I
Census Scan Yariable 2008 Pop (2013 Pop 2008 2013 HH
oy
E-m- [l il hange
5 062644 Q2660 718 8,026 8,756 3,012 3,256 8.1
Er 062007 o2e2e | Resort table 140 7,640 g,&a2 16.3 3,440 4,014 16.4
43 063906 92627 Example sorts by 2008 63 7,402 7,601 2.7 2,534 2,574 1.6
=] 062645 92657 _POp' 112 7,297 8,548 17.1 3,145 3,664 16.5
To sort click on any table
19 063102 92627 header to activate sort 48 7,277 7,793 7.1 3,060 3,226 5.4
11 063004 92660 function. Y3l 5,840 7,386 8.0 3,678 3,951 7.4
29 os3aoz 9262 | Then sort from low to high 132 5,674 £,505 -2.5 2,531 2,431 -4.0
14 063007 92660 or high to low. 59 G,588 5,808 3.3 3,052 3,133 2.7
(Note the green arrow.}
38 063808 92627 L 49 g,820 5,340 -2.8 1,422 1,358 -4.5

Generate Excel File
e Create excel files from scan tables

e Manipulate the data in Excel
e Create data graphs in Excel

Scan Yariable: Ra:laIfEthmc Trends Asian (Mon-Hisp) Base Area: CA Percent of State Racial/Ethnic Trends: 12.24%

Bm&eEMFﬁe
Scan Variable 2008 Pop (2013 Pop 2008 2013
O
neer £ Va"ab'e "Chﬂ"ge - |change

06244
44 0639 92626 1,307 17.1 140 7,640 8,882 16.3 3,449 4,014 16.4

92660 718 8,026 8,756 3,012 3,256

43 [Export table to Excel for 570 77 63 7,402 7,601 27 2,534 2,574 1.6
f further analysis. 1,002 13.7 112 7,207 8,548 17.1 3,145 3,664 16.5

13 (A ich LR 428 5o 48 7,277 7,793 7.1 3,060 3,288 5.4
11 063004 92660 475 6.0 56 6,340 7,386 g0 3,678 3,051 7.4
20 0eIT0Z 92626 1,072 161 132 6,674 6,505 -25 2,531 2,431 4.0
14 063007 92660 63 85 60 6,588 6,806 3 3,082 3,133 2.7
a8 063308 92627 302 6.0 40 6,520 6,340 -z 14z 1,358 oy
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Map the Scan

Using Opportunity Scan

Each scan also produces a thematic map showing the geographic areas by concentration

[ ]
e Each geographic unit in the table is hyperlinked to the map. Click on the ID number and
that particular geographic unit is highlighted on the map.
e Each scan map can also be instantly turned into a presentation quality map.
' / ¢ v =< Scan Variable:
{ A L 4 Racial/Ethnic Trends

LY

Miles

v

Asian (Non-Hisp)
Base Area: CA

Percent of State Population:
12.24%

Scan by Census Tracts
Source: DecisionInsite

2008 Percentaqges

[ Less than 4.1
[]eetween 4 and 5

[J Between 5f and 5.9
[ Between 5.9 and 6.8
[ eetween 6.8 and 7.7
[ Between 7.7 and 8.6
B Greater than 8.6

N

{;19
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Using Opportunity Scan

Conducting a Scan—Targeting at the District Level

Task—District Wide Scan: Find areas within the bounds of the district with a significant more
likely to give to education. Use the ViewPoint Variable “Charitable Contributions Last Yr: $200 Or

More”.

Set up the Scan
Step one: Select the district as the preset geography

DECISIONINSITEL

Opportunity Scan (Sample08Mod)

| Demagraphics

Admin Studies Tools Project Envoliment Analytic Reports Projections  Envollment Histol

Map
&
+ =
[ carsus Trac 4r
A N 20o0m ok
[ census Blockgroups
# ach avom Zipeodes
T re-center map Cities
T Clunified Districts
| vode |
X select festures
|| i
LIRSS [ pistrict oundary
L] Cl an schaoot Levels
- O Detementary
Y O Owiddie
® | O Dlegr
_— O setoen bl
e j e
=) Standard Map \
rayscale Phots T
Phots Line Dslance Mode
5.0 square miles
25473 acres
Addrase
City ket Tpcods |
Zipode Preset Geography »
cha stimen
P S—
Shudy District -
. ‘ H H 1 . Ll
Step two: Select ‘Charitable Contributions Last Yr: $200 Or More.
Select a Report
| Overview || People | Households | Famiies | Diversty | Housing | Work VigwPoint Scan By Census Tracts M
CLife concems and well Being select a R
CLifestyle Preferences variable Education-§200 Or Mare M
Clpersonal Perspectives Year 2008 M
[charitable Contributions Last Year e nd U
. v
¥l charitable Contributions Last ¥r: $200 Or More St nelex
[religious Practices Index Filter | Show Al (v
Csacial Yalues Base State A, M
Scan

Step three: Determine your Scan by geography. Most districts will want to start at a zip code
level or lower. Census tract level will be good starting point for many.

Step four: Select variable. Having chosen the ‘Charitable Contributions Last Yr: $200 Or More’,
now select ‘Education--$200 or More.’

Select a Report

| Overview !,' People | Households |  Families _!_ Diversity | Housing | Work -| VigwPaink | Scan By Coris Tiach i"l
[Life Concerns and well Being Select a ¥ — T
[Lifestyle Preferences variable | Eclucation-$200 0r More ]

Orersonal Perspectives Year 2008 (]

[Jcharitable Contribution t Year 3
przy Rank by Index \*_’J
Practices Indesx Filter | | ShowAll |:]
O sacial Yalues Base State || CA [v]
Scan I

Step five: Select year and/or year percentage



Using Opportunity Scan

Step six: Determine what you want to rank by. Your choices are
e Index
e Current year total population
e Percentage of population
e The Scan Variable itself

Step seven: Set the index filter. This filter will remove geographies that do not meet certain index
thresholds. Use this to remove of non-significant geographies and therefore make the data output
more manageable. If you want all geographies select ‘Show All.’

Step eight: Click the scan button. NOTE Opportunity Scan is a sophisticated database query and
if you have set it to scan a large area, like an entire district, it make take a few moments to
complete.

Review the Scan

e When the scan is complete, the map interface will display colors for the geographies
scanned by a value.

e The results table will display below the map.

To Interpret the Table

e The table will be ranked by the variable selected as the ‘Rank by’ filter. In this example, it
was scanned by the ‘Scan Variable %." Notice the green down arrow. This indicates the
column that ranked the table.

Scan Yariable: Charitable Contributions Last ¥r: $200 Or More Education-$200 Or More Base Area: CA Percent of State Charitable
Contributions Last Yr $200 Or More: 2.058%
Generate Excel File |
Census Near 7i Scan Variable Variable %o .index 2008 2013 % Pop 2008 2013 O HH
Tract p {P) ¥ Pop Pop Ghange HH HH Change
3 062643 92657 15,1 166 4,681 5,456 16.6 1,719 1,962 14.1
iE3d 149 15.1 166 1,629 1,745 Tl 924 982 6.3
1521 106 15,1 166 1,659 1,610 =330 691 G651 -4.3
i o
1 Variable % 54 181 166 500 1,044 30.5 300 307 28.5
From High to
2 Low 217 15.0 165 3,288 3,239 =158 1,201 1,256 =8:5;
9 149 15.0 165 1931 1,958 14 855 856 0.1
24 063400 92663 319 14.0 154 E,B48 6,310 7.9 2,379 2,538 6.7
5 062645 92657 427 13,8 152 7,297 5,548 17.1 3,145 3,664 16.5
1= 063007 92660 401 138 150 G,588 5,808 i) 3,052 et feke] 2.7
19 063103 92627 124 13.4 148 25001 2,577 =1.3 1,056 1,027 —2F
1 062702 02625 216 13.4 148 4,813 4,782 B e] 2,481 2,433 =18
16 063010 92660 282 13.3 146 G083 5,859 =Pdg 2,509 2,485 4.4
35 053806 92626 128 133 146 3,622 35513 ~3:0 1,355 1,296 -4.4

e Each column heading, once the table is generated, can resort the table. The column
headings are hyperlinks. To resort by a column heading, follow these steps

0 Click on any column heading label. This will select it. It will also resort from smallest
value to highest.

0 To resort again—from highest to lowest—click the heading label again
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In the next example, the table has been resorted by 2013 population from smallest population to
largest. Notice the arrow change to up meaning from smallest up.

Scan Variable: Charitable Contributions Last Yr: $200 Or More Education-$200 Or More Base Area: CA Percent of State Charitable
Contributions Last Yr $200 Or More: 9.08%
Generate Excel File
Census Near Scan Variable Variable . % Pop 2008 2013 % HH
Tract Zip (P) Sort 2013 | Change HH HH Change
1 062604 92603 Projected 00 1,044 30.5 309 397 28.5
17 063101 92627 Population from g™ 1,147 -3.2 492 468 -4.9
14 063008 92660 least pop to 1,336 12.8 739 823 11.4
greatest.
15 063009 92660 1,610 -3.0 691 661 -4.3
11 063005 92660 149 15.1 166 1,629 1,745 7.1 924 Q82 6.3
9 062900 92663 149 15.0 165 1,931 1,958 1.4 855 856 0.1
34 063805 92626 86 12.5 138 2,306 2,236 -3.0 858 820 -4.4
12 063006 92662 149 12.4 137 2,663 2,576 -3.3 1,446 1,380 -4.6
19 063103 92627 124 13.4 148 2,611 2,577 -1.3 1,056 1,027 -2.7
32 063802 92626 100 11.6 128 2,883 2,807 -2.6 1,025 982 -4.2
22 063301 92627 k] 8.2 a0 3,008 3,048 -1.6 1,527 1,481 -3.0
5] 062701 92625 169 12.6 1329 3,050 3,056 0.2 1,547 1,528 -1.2
2 062542 92625 217 15.0 165 3,288 3,239 -1.5 1,301 1,256 -3.5

To Generate an Excel Table :
Scan Variable: Chari

Once a scan result table has been produced, a user can generate an Contributions Last
excel file of the table. This is helpful if one wants to do additional Generate Excel Fiie
analysis in a spreadsheet format or to make some special graphs.

To generate the excel table click the ‘Generate Excel File’ button.

] A&3End

To Correlate a Geography to the Map Above

Each ID # is a link to its corollary on the map. Click on the ID # and the System will shift to the
map. Notice the highlighted area.

19 063103 9263
32 063802 9263
22 063301 9263

=] 062701 9261
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To Create a Presentation Map
Step one: To generate a presentation map

ready for PowerPoint, click the generate image
button. Powerpoint / Word
] Map Only
generate image I
Step two: When the download link displays,
click it and a presentation quality map will open
in a new window. Powerpoint / Word
] Map Only
| generate image l

download image

Step three: Review map image. The highest presence is in the blue areas.

Scan Varnable: Chantable
Contributions Last ¥r:
$200 Or More Education-
$200 Or More

Base Area: CA
Percent of State Population:

Eauntain

Scan by Census Tracts
Source: DecisionInsite

2008 Percentaqges

[ Less than 7

[ Between 7 and &
[]Between & and 2
[ Between @ and 10
[ Between 10 and 11
[ Between 11 and 12
B Greater than 12
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